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PREFACE. 



It h a y  be preaimed, that whoerer seriously consid-ibis 
ceie,  will  not be able to astisfy bimself, by ascribing such 
inarkable effects, in 80 ymn n suLjieot, to the power of habit 
exampie 07 “stem. IF he foe* not a m u n t  for them upon ti>: 
principles of the gorpel, he r i i l  be iinable to assign an) propoT. 
tmnable canae. And it is to be feared, that if he i s  not s f f < ~ t e b  
hr. B testimony, SO simple *lid so striking, neither would he be 
<ersuaded, thoiieh one should rise from the dead. 

HOPTOS, Nor.  17, 1785. 
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fevrrnl pcrrons of dikinaion. But her principal endearing
quziit;es, which could be only full" known t o  us n h  lived 
w i i i  her, weir the  CwvettneSsof herternper, and a h e a t  form
ed ior lhe exercik o i  afection,.~eratitude and friendhim 
Wnether, when at  fchooi, f l ~ cmight have heird forrowfk 
tales from children, Bho, havind l o l l  their pa;ents, rnct with a 
great difference ID poim of tcndernefs, when they camr unJ?r 
the dmetian of uncles and aunts, and might think tliat al l  
u n c l r ~and aunts irere alike, I knmw not ; but I have imdei
llood fince from herfeli. that ihe did not come lo  us with any 
hishiy ratfed expeCtatidns of the  tiedtment fir was t o  meet 
with. 

W e  quickly fouod, that t ! ~feeds of our kindnefs cooid 
hardly be foivn in a more promising 2nd fruitful <oil. I know 
not that either her aunt or I ever faw a cloud t i ~ o ' i  her cmc
t e n a r m  during the time h e  11-28with us. It (3 t rot ,  w e  did 
not, we  could not unseceira:il.. croib her ;Lot  if w e  thought 
it cxpedkot t o  mei-iiile any &pafa1
ced  ,,~iti, a ri.ret rmiie ; and ,rere 

can afford, if held in fubordinatioii to what is fuprernely due 
:o hi=. T h e  marriage relation, when ccnirnted by a diviii; 
+iTing, is truly a union OS iiear:~, and the love rdulring from 
i: ivlli admit of no competition in the fame kitid. Chi:dren 
hare the next claim, and ivhcthcr there be one, or two,  or ma
ny, each one kerns  to  be the obi& of the %whole of t h  parent's 
ioie. Perhaps ms friends, iwhb hide children, mav think that~. 
1, )who neier liideoy, can orrlytdk by guefs upon this fub:dt. 
I pidtirne out to difpute the point with them. But  i tht . i  it 
plcdsd the Lord t o  put my dear Bctfey (a  niece o ?  Aim. 
S r w t a n )  under m y  CBTC, I IPerned to acquiir a new G t  of 
feelirgs, if not exactly thofe of a paretit, j e t ,  ac I conceive, 
not dtogetherunlike them. Am3 1 long thought it was DO: 
pdXb1e for me to lore any chdd as I did her. But when 
Eiirn carni, [he, without being her rival, quickly participated 
u k h  her in the fame affection. I foouid 1 had m o m  enough 
for them both, +thou: prejudice t o  either. I laved the one 
*crydearly, and the othei no leis tiam bciore ; if ii wire p u s  
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4ble Rill more, when I faw that h e  entered into my ricivs, 
receirrd and behaved to her coufin with great affeaion and 
afcnbed many little indulgences and attentions which'were 
ihewn her, t o  their proper ground, the confideration of her 
id  Rate ot' health, and not to any preference that  could oper
ate to her dlfadvantage. For God was pleafed t o  anrwer my 
prayers in thin refppect, (a pacioully, that I could not perceive 
that  any jculoufy or furpicion took place between them, on 
either hdc, from fir11 t o  laR. 

T h e  Hectic fever, rough and Cweati,,which Eliza brought
with hrr from Scotland, were fubdued in the couife of the 
fummer, and there appeared r.0 reafon t o  apprehend that ihr 
would be taken offvery fudden1)r. But Ri l l  there WJI a worm 
pwying upon the root of chis pretty gourd. She had 6eidom 
m y  pain till within the laR fortnizht of her hie, and uiualiy
Llept v e i l ,  hat  when awake h e  was always ill. I believe h e  
knew not a Fingie hour of perf& tale, and thev, whointimate-
Iy knew her itate could not but wonder t o  h e  her fo placid,
dieerful, and 4ttehv.e when in company, as fie generally wae. 
Many a time when the tiam have %ale" Filenrly down her 
cheeks, if ihe fzw that her aunt 01I obferved her, ihe iiouid 
wipe them away, come t o  us with a fmi!e and a kils and 
fa'. "Do not be ~ n e a f y ,  I am not very ,ill I can hea:it, 
ihkil be better prafcntly," oi t o  that effect. 

Bcr cafe was thought berond the reach of medicior, and 
for a time no medicine was'ufed. She had air and rxerdfe, 

es in the employment 

Southrmpton. But the fkcefs was not 
er, t t e  adnntazes of BtuLlion, air, sndix. 

I 



and as w n-eie ni th  fricndi whum she, a 
ed, abr contiahed at Southarrpton iih n 
Ilrcngthened her t o  periorm he, journey ho 
rcnience. Shcrrtuined the 16th of Scpt inb
ed oixdoor for the lap timi, for she went Out 110 mole, ti!l 
she was carried out lo  be put into the tearlc. 

liming p-t togethei in  one yiew a br:ef account of n h a t  
relairs to her illnets, till within the IaR three i ieekb of her 
piidrimage, I now come to what ibmuch mare important arid 
intereiimg. Her e~cel lentparents had conicicntiouflr. endear-
owed to bring her up in the nurture acd admonition of the 
Lord, and the principles of religion had been inl'~illec: into her 
from her infancy. Thii: IaEours were thus f a  attended m t h  
iliccefs. that no cldd could be more ubcdic-ntor obli~'iiit-, or - ~. 
more &mote from evil hiibiti, or tempcis ; but I could not 

crutio.. 
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Soon after her return from Southamptan sbe becamg ac
quainted withacute pain, to which she had till then been much 
B ltranger. Her gentle fpirit, which had borne up under s 
bang and languishing illnefs, was not fo capable ofiupporting 
pain. It did not occafion any improper temper or language,
but it wore her away apace. Friday, the 30th of September,
she wasdown Rnirs for the laR time, and then she was broilgh?
down, and carried up in aims. 

I t  now became very derirabie t o  hear from herfelf a more 
explicit account of the hope that was in her ; efpecialir a8 up-
on Come fymptami of an approaching mortification, she ap
pearcd t o  be a little alarmcd, and of courk not thoroughly
reconciled to the thoughts of death. Her aunt waited for the 
first convenient opportunity of intimating t o  her the probabil
ity that the time uf her departure was a t  hand. T h e  next 
morning (Saturday the firlt of Odober) piefented onc. She 
found herfelf remarkably better, her pains were aimoff gone
her fpirits reuiaed, the favourable change was visible in he; 
countenance. Her aunt began t o  break the fubket to her, b y
fay& ' M y  dear, were you not extremely hi laR night !' 
She raid, 'Indeed I w s . '  'Had you not been relieved I 
think you could iiot have continued long.' ' I believe I could 
not.' ' M? dear, I have been $-cry anxiouny concezned f w  
your lifc." ' B u t  I hope, my dear aunt, you are not f o  now.' 
She then opened her mind and fpoke freely. I cannot repeat
the vhole  ; the fubRance \ T ~ Sto  this effet? : ' M y  views of 
things haw beenfar Come time very different from what they 
were Then I came t o  ou I have reen and fill the vanity of 
childhood and youth! H e r  aunt faid, ' I  believe you have 
long made a conicience of fecret prayer.' She anfivered
'Ye., I have long and earneltly fought the Lord with refer? 
ence t o  the chan-e which is now approaching. I have not 
yet that full alfuur&re which is fodefirahle, b u t 1  hare a hope,
I trult a good hope, and I believe the Lord will give me what
cvcr he fees neceffarv for me before he takes me hence. 
hare prayed t o  him {o fit me b r  himfelf, and then, whether 
iooner 07 iater, it fignifies but little.' Here wai acomfortabie 
paint gained. W e  weir fatiified that she had given u p  all 
expedation of living, and could fpeak of her departure withoui 
being diffrelfed. 

It nil1 not bc expeded that a childat her age should fpeali
fyfiematically. Nor had she learnt her religion from a f?.Rem, 
or form of words, however found. T h e  Lord himreif w& her 
teacher. But from what little she had a t  different t i m a  faid 
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nds ofyour spirits, and the gaietyof the pmibeff around 
prevent you from confidering, that to you likewise davs w;li 
certainly come (unlds you are fuddenly Inatched out &f l i e )
when you will say and fed that the world, and all in it, can 
afford you no pledwe. But thrrc is a Sa~iour,and a mighty
One, alwuays near, alrvays gracious t o  thore who reek him. 
May yvt, like her, be enabled t o  choose him, as the Guide 
of your youth, and the Lardot your heans. Then, like her, 
you will find fupport and comfort under atflitlion, wisdom t o  
dire0 ycur cnndufi, a gopd hppe in death, and by death a 
hapoy tranfldian t o  eserlaiim- life. 

I'have anlv to add mv pra&s, that a blefing from on high 
may defcend'upon the &&ns and families of all my fiends 
2nd upon ail into whose hands this paper may providential$ 
come. 

JOHN NEWTON. 
Chories'a S q u m ~Hostm, 

October 13, 1785. 

HYMN. 
Pmim 

I 	 WHILE here on earth I'm call'd t o  stay,
I'll praise my God from day tl) day;
Jesus hath wash d away my sin 
And made my mu1 complete i: him. 
When I am brought before his throne,. 
I'll sing the wonders he hath done.  
And jo in  with all thc ransom'd r&, 
T o  pqise the riches of his grace. 

8 Thro' all eternity I'll view 
My Jefus, and admire him too ; 
Praise ahall attnnr m y  warbling tongue, 

a And grace, free grace be all my song. 


